Disable 2-sided printing on recent Macs

While TournamentSR provides controls for single and double sided printing, Mac computers ignore such
requests. Macs always use the default CUPS setting for single or double sided printing. This manual
describes how to update the default CUPS setting. Updating the setting is most often needed to disable
double sided printing.

We are grateful to YouTube poster “mmx1346.” His video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUBdx4zpiH4 was the basis for this manual.

Access the default CUPS printer settings
“CUPS” is an acronym for “Common UNIX Printing System.” Whenever a Mac prints something, it
submits the information to CUPS which then sends the appropriate data to the printer.

CUPS is accessed using any browser program. The images in this manual are from Safari. Click on the
following to open CUPS with your browser:

http://localhost:631

If this is the first time you’ve tried to access CUPS, you’ll see something like the picture below. If you see
“CUPS 2.3.4” (or similar), skip to Configuring your printer.

B

This site can’t be reached

localhost refused to connect.

Try:
* Checking the connection
* Checking the proxy and the firewall

ERR_CONNECTION_REFUSED

Check your Internet connection
Check any cables and reboot any routers, modems, or other network devices you may

be using.

By default, Macs don’t permit access to CUPS. To fix this, you must run the Terminal program. Terminal
is accessed via LaunchPad inside the “Others” folder. It can also be accessed from
/Applications/Utilities.

Type or copy and paste text below into Terminal and then press the [return] key.

cupsctl WebInterface=yes

The terminal window should look similar to the picture below:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUBdx4zpiH4
http://localhost:631/

o000 % alexp — -zsh — 83x10

Last login: Wed Jan 26 ©7:09:46 on console I=
alexp@PAlexs—-MacBook-Air ~ % cupsctl WebInterface=yes
alexp@Alexs-MacBook-Air ~ % [

As long as no error messages appear, you can close the Terminal program.

Configuring your printer
The CUPS Home page will look similar to the picture below:

Home - CUPS 2.3.4 X + v
@ localhost:631 h % a

CUPS.org LIyl Administration Classes Help Jobs Printers

CUPS 2.3.4

CUPS is the standards-based, open source printing system developed by Apple Inc. for macOS® and
other UNIX®-like operating systems.

CUPS for Users  CUPS for CUPS for
- Administrators Developers
Command-Line Printing and Adding Printers and Classes CUPS Programming Manual
Options
" Managing Operation Policies Filter and Backend Programming

User Forum

Using Network Printers Developer Forum

Firewalls

cupsd.conf Reference

CUPS and the CUPS logo are trademarks of Apple Inc. Copyright © 2007-2019 Apple Inc. All rights reserved

Notice “Home” is highlighted in the menu bar that starts with “CUPS.org”. On the right side of the menu
bar, click “Printers”. The window changes to show the printers known to your Mac.
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e e B Printers - CUPS 2.3.4 x + v

< C @ localhost:631/printers/ U * ¢ =
CUPS.org Home Administration Classes Help Jobs Printers_
Printers

Search in Printers: | || search || Clear

Showing 3 of 3 printers.

Queue Name | Description |Location | Make and Model |status I

EPSON_WF_3540_Series EPSON WF-3540 EPSON WF-3540 Idle

Series Series-AirPrint
EPSON_WF_7010_Series EPSON WF-7010 EPSON WF-7010 Idle

Series Series
HP_Color_LaserJet_CP2025dn__29EEFD_ HP Color HP Color Laserjet Idle

LaserJet CP2020 Series with

CP2025dn Duplexer

(29EEFD)

CUPS and the CUPS logo are trademarks of Apple Inc. Copyright © 2007-2019 Apple Inc. All rights reserved.

In this example, there are 3 printers: an Epson Workforce 3540, a Workforce 7010, and an HP Color
LaserJet CP2025. The names in blue are links to printer-specific pages.

The printers listed on your Mac will be different. Locate your printer in the list and click its name in blue
text. For this manual, | clicked “EPSON_WF_3540_Series”. The resulting page is specific to the selected
printer.

Page | 3



B8 EPSON_WF_3540_Series - Cl. X + v

® localhost:631/printers/EPSON_WF_3540_Series h % a

CUPS.org Home Administration Classes Help Jobs Printers_

EPSON_WF_3540 Series
EPSON_WF_3540_Series (Idle, Accepting Jobs, Not

Shared)

[[Maintenance +] [Administration |

Description: EPSON WF-3540 Series
Location:

Driver: EPSON WF-3540 Series-AirPrint (color, 2-sided printing)
Connection: dnssd://EPSON%20WF-3540%20Series._ipp._tcp.local./?uuid=7c47f900-67ff-11d4-
9a7f-b0e8920aeOba
Defaults: job-sheets=none, none media=na_letter_8.5x11in sides=two-sided-long-edge

Jobs

Search in EPSON_WF_3540_Series: [ search | [ clear

Show Completed Jobs | | Show All Jobs |

Jobs listed in print order; held jobs appear first.

CUPS and the CUPS logo are trademarks of Apple Inc. Copyright © 2007-2019 Apple Inc. All rights reserved.

Notice the drop-down list controls in the red outline: “Maintenance” and “Administration”. Your
printer’s page won’t have the red outline, but the two drop down controls will appear. Click on the
“Administration” list and select “Set Default Options”. This brings up the default settings for your
printer. It will look something like the picture below:

@ ® &8 set Printer Options - CUPS 2. X + v

(4
b2
be

< C @ localhost:631/admin/#General

Administration Classes Help Jobs Printers
et Frinter uptions

Set Default Options for EPSON_WF 3540 Series

General Banners Policies

General

Color Mode: [Color v
Quality: [Normal v|
2-Sided Printing: [Long-Edge (Portrait) v/
Media Size: | Letter v
MediaType: |Any v
Media Source:[auto  v|

Set Default Options |
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In this case, the printer’s General tab was automatically selected. Your printer may have different tab
names. Below are pictures General tab contents for our other printers:

@ @ Set Printer Options - CUPS 2.© X + v

< C @ localhost:631/admin/#General h
CUPS.org Home RLGINIGIN{ENLM Classes Help Jobs Printers
et Frinter uptions

Set Default Options for EPSON_WF_7010_Series

General Options Installed Banners Policies

General

Page Setup: [Standard v
Paper Size: |US Letter v/
Paper Source: |Auto Select v |
Media Type: | Plain Paper / Bright White Paper v
Grayscale: [off v
Mode: | Automatic v
Automatic: [Standard v |
Print Quality: [Normal v
Mirror Image: [Off v|

® © ® B setprinter Options - CUPS 2.° X + v
o
£

CUPS.org Home WCIGILINI(ENILM Classes Help Jobs Printers
ECOTOT vy - i — =

<« C @ localhost:631/admin/#General h

Query Printer for Default Options |

Options Installed General Finishing Panel Color
Options Watermark/Overlay Banners Policies

General

Page Size: | Letter v
Paper Source: | Tray 1 v
Two-Sided: | off v

Set Default Options |

The Workforce 7010 presents more options than can appear in one browser window. | had to scroll
down to see the option for 2-sided printing:

2-sided Printing:

The term for double sided printing is different: “2-sided Printing” on the Epson printers, “Two-Sided” on
the Color LaserJet. The setting options are also different: “Off (1-Sided)”/”Long-Edge (Portrait)”/”Short-
Edge (Landsape)” for the Epson 3540, “On” /" Off” for the Epson 7010 and HP Color Laserlet. Your

printer’s setting for double sided printing may be on a different tab, may use a different term, and may
have different options.

In the case of the Epson 3540, double sided printing is enabled:
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2-Sided Printing: |Long-Edge (Portrait) v |

To disable the feature, | clicked the drop-down list and selected “Off (1-Sided)”. To apply the setting, |

clicked the [Set Default Options] button. You may need to scroll down to the bottom of the page to
reveal that button for your printer.

After a moment, the window changes to indicate the defaults were updated. After a few more seconds,

the printer’s initial page is redisplayed. The browser window can be closed once the default setting has
been applied.

Use the same process as above to enable double sided printing when no longer using TournamentSR.
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